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Sir: 

The references cited on attached form PTO-1449 are being called to the attention of the 
Examiner. 

[3 Copies of the cited foreign patents and/or U.S. patents and/or non-patent references are 
enclosed herewith. 

Q^] Copies of the cited U.S. patents and/or U.S. patent application publications are not 
enclosed in accordance with the waiver dated July 1 1, 2003, whereby patent applications filed after June 
30, 2003 and international applications that have entered the national stage under 35 U.S.C. § 371 after 
June 30, 2003 need not submit copies of the U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications. 

□Are not enclosed, in accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.98(d), because the references were 

submitted to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office in prior application Serial No. filed 

, which is relied upon for an earlier filing date under 35 U.S.C. § 120. 

To the best of the applicants' belief, the pertinence of the foreign-language references are 
believed to be summarized in the attached English abstracts and in the figures, although applicants do not 
necessarily vouch for the accuracy of the translation. 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 
(37 C.F.R. §1. 8a) 

I hereby certify that this paper (along with any referred to as being attached or enclosed) is being deposited with the United States Postal Service 
on the date shown below with sufficient postage as First Class Mail in cn envelope addressed to the Commissioner for Patents PO Box 1450 
Alexandria, V A 223 1 3- 1 450. 
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FORM 

(to be used for ail correspondence after initial filing) 


Application Number 


09/505.619 ^\ 


Filrrtfi Hate 
run ly udic 


16 February 2000 


First Named Inventor 


Ronald A. Katz 


Art Unit 


3625 


Examiner Name 


Yogesh Garg 


\^ Total Number of Pages in This Submission j ^£ 


Attorney Docket Number 


PAT-009B J 



ENCLOSURES (Check all that apply) 



□ 



□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 



Fee Transmittal Form 



Fee Attached 



Amendment/Reply 

□ 
□ 



After Final 

Affidavits/declaration(s) 
Extension of Time Request 
Express Abandonment Request 
Information Disclosure Statement 



Certified Copy of Priority 
Document(s) 

Reply to Missing Parts/ 
Incomplete Application 

□ Reply to Missing Parts 
under 37 CFR 1.52 or 1.53 



□ Drawing(s) 

□ 

□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



Licensing-related Papers 
Petition 

Petition to Convert to a 
Provisional Application 
Power of Attorney, Revocation 
Change of Correspondence Address 

Terminal Disclaimer 
Request for Refund 



CD, Number of CD(s) 

| I Landscape Table on CD 



□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



After Allowance Communication to TC 

Appeal Communication to Board 
of Appeals and Interferences 

Appeal Communication to TC 
(Appeal Notice, Brief, Reply Brief) 

Proprietary Information 
Status Letter 

Other Enclosure(s) (please Identify 
below): 



Remarks 



SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT, ATTORNEY, OR AGENT 



Firm Name 



West Corporaiiorx 



Rocco L Adornato 



Signature 



Printed name 



Date 



Reg. No. 



40,480 



CERTIFICATE OF TRANSMISSION/MAILING 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the USPTO or deposited with the United States Postal Service with 
sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on 
the date shown below: 



Signature 



\Typed or printed name 



Michele Zarinelli 



Date 



This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.5. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to 
process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and1.14. This collection is estimated to 2 hours to complete, including 
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the 
amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 
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Effective on 12/03/2004 
Fees pursuant to the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2005 (H.R. 4818). 

FEE TRANSMITTAL 

For FY 2005 



1"^ Applicant claims small entity status. See 37 CFR 1 .27 



TOTAL AMOUNT OF PAYMENT 



($) 



180.00 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Examiner Name 



Art Unit 



Attorney Docket No. 



09/505,619 



16 February 2000 



Ronald A. Katz 



Yogesh Garg 



3625 



PAT-009B 



METHOD OF PAYMENT (check all that apply) 



\^\ Check 0 Credit Card tZJ Money Order EH None EH Other (please identify): 

Deposit Account Deposit Account Number: 5Q188Q Deposit Account Name: West Corporation 



For the above-identified deposit account, the Director is hereby authorized to: (check all that apply) 
Q Charge fee(s) indicated below Q Cnarge fee(s) indica ted below, except for the filing fee 

0 under 37CFR ? SSI " underpaymentS 0f fee(s) □ Credit any overpayments 

WARNING: Information on this form may become public. Credit card information should not be included on this form. Provide credit card 
information and authorization on PTO-2038. 



FEE CALCULATION 



1. BASIC FILING, SEARCH, AND EXAMINATION FEES 



Application Type 



FILING FEES 

Small Entity 
Fee ($) Fee <$) 



SEARCH FEES 

Small Entity 
Fee ($) FeeJIl 



EXAMINATION FEES 
Small Entity 
Fee ($) F ee ($) 



Fees Paid 1$) 



Utility 


300 


150 


500 


250 


200 


100 


Design 


200 


100 


100 


50 


130 


65 


Plant 


200 


100 


300 


150 


160 


80 


Reissue 


300 


150 


500 


250 


600 


300 


Provisional 


200 


100 


0 


0 


0 


0 



2. EXCESS CLAIM FEES 
Fee Description 

Each claim over 20 (including Reissues) 
Each independent claim over 3 (including Reissues) 
Multiple dependent claims 
Total Claims Extra Claims Fee ($) Fee Paid ($) 

- 20 or HP = x = 



HP = highest number of total claims paid for, if greater than 20. 
Indep. Claims Extra Claims Fee ($) 
- 3 or HP = x 



Small Entity 
FeeJJl Fee ($) 
50 25 
200 100 
360 180 
Multiple Dependent Claims 
Fee (S) Fee Paid (%) 



Fee Paid 1$) 



HP = highest number of independent claims paid for, if greater than 3. 

3. APPLICATION SIZE FEE 

If the specification and drawings exceed 100 sheets of paper (excluding electronically filed sequence or computer 
listings under 37 CFR 1.52(e)), the application size fee due is $250 ($125 for small entity) for each additional 50 
sheets or fraction thereof. See 35 U.S.C. 41(a)(1)(G) and 37 CFR 1.1 6(s). 

Total Sheets Extra Sheets Number of each additional 50 or fraction thereof Fee ($) Fee Paid ($) 

-100= /50= (round up to a whole number) x = 

4. OTHER FEE(S) 

Non-English Specification, $1 30 fee (no small entity discount) 



Fees Paid ($1 



180.00 



SUBMITTED BY 








Signature 


— 


Registration No. AfXAQCk 
(Attomey/Aqent) 4n . 4 80 


Telephone 888-575-6335 


Name (Print/Type) 


Rocco L. Adornato 


Date ll 0 g 



This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1 .136. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which ts to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 30 minutes to complete, 
including gathenng, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

if you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 
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| [ Examiner's attention is directed to the following co-pending application(s) for which 
priority is not being claimed, copies have been or are being submitted: 

Serial No. filed (Atty. Dckt. No. ) 

Serial No. filed (Atty. Dckt. No. ) 

Serial No. filed (Atty. Dckt No. ) 

Serial No. filed (Atty. Dckt. No. ) 

Serial No. filed (Atty. Dckt. No. ) 

Serial No. __ filed _______ (Atty. Dckt. No. ) 

Serial No. filed (Atty. Dckt. No. ) 

Serial No. filed (Atty. Dckt. No. ) 

I | Examiner's attention is directed to the following co-pending application(s), to which the 
current application claims priority, copies of at least the claims for such pending application are provided 
or have been provided: 

Serial No. filed (Atty. Dckt. No. ) 

Serial No. filed (Atty. Dckt. No. ) 

Serial No. filed (Atty. Dckt. No. ) 

Serial No. filed (Atty. Dckt. No. ) 

Serial No. filed (Atty. Dckt No. ) 

Serial No. filed (Atty. Dckt. No. ) 

Serial No. filed (Atty. Dckt. No. ) 

Serial No. filed (Atty. Dckt. No. ) 

Submission of the above information is not intended as an admission that any item is 
citable under the statutes or rules to support a rejection, that any item disclosed represents 
analogous art, or that those skilled in the art would refer to or recognize the pertinence of any 
reference without the benefit of hindsight, nor should an inference be drawn as to the pertinence 
of the references based on the order in which they are presented. Submission of this statement 
should not be taken as an indication that a search has been conducted, or that no better art exists. 

It is respectfully requested that the cited information be expressly considered during the 
prosecution of this application and the references made of record therein. 
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FEES 



□ 


37 CFR 1.97(b): No fee is believed due in connection with this submission, because the Information 
Disclosure Statement submitted herewith satisfies one of the following conditions ("V" indicates 
satisfaction): 

| jWithin three months of the filing date of a national application other than a continued prosecution 

application under 37 CFR 1.53(d), or 
| jWithin three months of the date of entry into the national state of an international application as 

set forth in 37 CFR 1.491, or 
| | Before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits, or 

| | Before the mailing of a first Office Action after the filing of a Request for Continued Examination 
(RCE) under 37 CRF 1.114. 
Although no fee is believed due, if any fee is deemed due in connection with this submission, please 
charge such fee to Deposit Account 501880. 




37 CFR 1.97(c): The Information Disclosure Statement transmitted herewith is being filed after all the 
above conditions (37 CFR 1.97(b)), but before the mailing date of one of the following conditions: 
(1 ) a final action under 37 C.F.R. 1 . 1 1 3, or 
| | (2) a notice of allowance under 37 C.F.R. 1 .3 1 1 , or 
| |(3) an action that otherwise closes prosecution in the application. 
This Information Disclosure Statement is accompanied by: 

1 |A Certification (below) as specified by 37 C.F.R. 1.97(e). Although no fee is believed due, if any 
fee is deemed due in connection with this submission, please charge such fee to Deposit Account 
501880 

OR 

| / [Enclosed is PTO 2038 (Credit Card Payment Form) in the amount of $180.00 for the fee set forth 
in 37 C.F.R. 1 . 1 7(p) for submission of an Information Disclosure Statement. Please credit any 
overpayment or charge any underpayment to Deposit Account 501880. 


□ 


37 C.F.R. 1.97(d): This Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted after the period specified in 
37 C.F.R. 1.97(c). 

1 |This Information Disclosure Statement includes a Certification (below) as specified by 37 C.F.R. 
1.97(e) 

AND 

| | Applicants hereby requests consideration of the reference(s) disclosed herein. Enclosed is the fee 
in the amount of S 1 80.00 under 3 7 C.F.R. 1 . 1 7(p). Please credit any overpayment or charge any 
underpayment to Deposit Account 501880. Election to pay the fee should not be taken as an 
indication that applicant(s) cannot execute a certification. 
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Certification (37 C.F.R. 1.97(e)) 
(Applicable only if checked) 

| | The undersigned certifies that: 

| | Each item of information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in any 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than 
thr ee mo nths prior to the filing of this statement. 37 C.F.R. 1.97(e)(1). 

| | A copy of the communication from the foreign patent office is enclosed. 

OR 

| | No item of information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the 
knowledge of the undersigned after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained 
in this Information Disclosure Statement was known to any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. 
1 .56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this statement. 37 C.F.R. 1 .97(e)(2). 



Dated: £l ^hfJ 

iinmiHii 

29129 

PATENT & TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Respectfully submitted, 
WEST CORPORATION 

Rocco L. Adornato 
Reg. No. 40,480 



WEST CORPORATION 
1 1 808 Miracle Hills Drive 
Omaha, NE 68154 
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Complete if Known 



Application Number 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



09/505,619 



February 16, 2000 



Ronald Katz 



3625 



Yogesh Garg 



\Sh< 



Sheet 



of 



Attorney Docket Number 



PAT-009B 



NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of 
the item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue 
number(s), publisher, city and/or country where published. 


T 2 




137 


GAITHER CHRIS Gooalf* Dp<sian<> an Fnninp fnr FnnhppH<; I nc Annpl^Q 
Times, 12-27-2004. 











































































I Examiner 




Date 




| Signature 

•CVAiiikirn. 




Considered 





considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 
This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO 
to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U S C 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, including 
gathenng, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the 
amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U S Patent and 
Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS SEND TO: 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2. 



